
Who’s talking? The Rich North Sea

Picture from North Sea Reef Vitalization For Ecosystem Services project (North Sea ReViFES). 
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The Rich North Sea Partners

Oceans of Energy



Reducing risks
Avoid

Minimize



As reported in 2018 (MSFD 
part 1)

Source: 
https://water.europa.eu/marin
e/assessment-
module/national-
summaries/nl/overview#nat-
overview-gesextent

GES Descriptors
Features GES achieved

Pressure-based descriptors

D2 Non-indigenous species Newly-introduced non-indigenous species GES achieved by 2018

D5 Eutrophication Eutrophication GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

Eutrophication GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

Eutrophication GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

D7 Hydrographical changes Benthic broad habitats GES achieved by 2018

Hydrographical changes GES achieved by 2018

D8 Contaminants Acute pollution events GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Contaminants - non UPBT substances GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

Contaminants - non UPBT substances GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

Contaminants - UPBT substances GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

Contaminants - UPBT substances GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

Marine species GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, Article 14 exception reported

D9 Contaminants in seafood Contaminants - in seafood GES achieved by 2018

D10 Litter Litter in the environment GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

D11 Energy, incl. underwater noise Impulsive sound in water Unknown

State-based descriptors

D1 Birds Benthic-feeding birds GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Grazing birds GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Pelagic-feeding birds GES expected to be achieved by 2020

Pelagic-feeding birds GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Surface-feeding birds GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Surface-feeding birds GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Wading birds GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

D1 Mammals Small toothed cetaceans GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Seals GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

D1 Reptiles Not reported

D1 Fish Demersal shelf fish GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

D1 Cephalopods Not reported

D3 Commercial fish and shellfish Commercially exploited fish and shellfish GES expected to be achieved by 2020

D1 Pelagic habitats Pelagic broad habitats GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

D6 Sea-floor integrity/D1 Benthic 

habitats

Benthic broad habitats GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Other benthic habitats GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Other benthic habitats GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Physical disturbance to seabed GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

Physical loss of the seabed GES expected to be achieved later than 2020, no Article 14 exception reported

D4 Food webs/D1 Ecosystems Ecosystems, including food webs Unknown



Using opportunities
Restore

Offset



Projects

1. Gemini
2. Eneco (Luchterduinen)
3. Vattenfall (Hollandse Kust 

Zuid)
4. Offshore Test Site
5. Ørsted (Borssele)
6. Blauwwind (Borssele)
7. Oyster hatcheries

Main projects

1. Gemini

2. Eneco & Van Oord

3. Vattenfall

4. Offshore Test Site

5. Ørsted

6. Blauwwind

7. Oyster hatchery
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• NID catalogue

• Artificial reefs, scour protection, add-ons

• Inspirational projects

• Interactive map

• Project pages

• Practical information

• Legal, suppliers, links...

Tue 19:30 (food available!) –
registration needed (max 50 pax)

Sharing our knowledgeToolbox





Toolbox demo









International holistic perspective - cross-sectoral masterplan

Supporting policy & governance – bottle-necks

Learning-by-doing – in- and outside wind farms

We work in a degraded system: only nature positive

Nature-inclusive tenders AND financial obligations

International knowledge sharing



Thank you

e.vanonselen@derijkenoordzee.nl

www.therichnorthsea.com
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